
 

Pechet Student Opera Production Fellowship 
Announcement and Job Description 

 
The Pechet Student Opera Production Fellowship offers a unique opportunity for a 
dedicated undergraduate committed to arts and arts administration to gain experience 
managing a significant budget while leading a production team comprised of talented 
professionals, students, and volunteers. Past LHO producers have gone on to leading 
creative and administrative positions at major opera houses across the country. 
 
Students with a variety of backgrounds in theatre, management, music and other interests 
are encouraged to apply – previous opera experience is not a requirement. 
 
Student Producer Responsibilities: 

• Interview and hire professional and/or student designers, stage managers, and 
other key production staff 

• Help create and manage the opera’s production budget  
• Oversee the casting process in conjunction with the opera’s directors 
• Organize and facilitate the rehearsal process in conjunction with the stage 

manager; coordinate and attend regular production meetings. 
• Work with Lowell House administrators to raise donated funds from Lowell and 

LHO alumni 
• Publicize the show to the Harvard, greater Boston, and regional community 
• Liaise with Lowell House administrators to coordinate and manage the 

performances (in Lowell House Dining Hall); coordinate activities with other 
university and student-run entities (the OFA, HRDC, etc.)   

• Perform a production post-mortem and help supervise the initial planning process 
for the following year’s main-stage opera 

Benefits: 
• Gain valuable leadership experience running an established artistic company 
• Learn about opera from established professionals 
• Network within the greater Boston music/opera community 
• Receive a fellowship stipend ($1200) for your work 

To be considered for this position, please submit by September 22, 2013 a statement of 
interest including summary of relevant experience to Lowell House administrator 
Elizabeth Terry at eterry@fas.harvard.edu. Please write “Lowell House Opera Production 
Fellow” in the subject line. Interviews with interested candidates will take place during 
the last week of September 2013. Pre-production work will begin during fall semester. 
Rehearsals begin in mid February 2014; performances are March 23 – April 5, 2013.  



   
About the opera: Léo Delibes’s "Lakmé" is one of the jewels of late 19th Century 
French opera. The opera, written in French and set in British-occupied India, tells the 
story of Lakmé (derived from “Lakshmi”), daughter of the Brahmin high priest 
Nilakantha. Lakmé has a doomed love affair with Gérald, a British soldier whom she 
meets while gathering flowers by a river. When Gérald’s sense of duty prohibits him 
from swearing vows of love, Lakmé tragically ends her own life rather than live with 
dishonor. The opera features the enchanting “Flower Duet” and the soprano aria Bell 
Song.  
 
About Lowell House Opera: Established in 1938, the Lowell House Opera is the longest 
continually performing opera company in New England, featuring a unique partnership of 
Harvard students and Boston area students and professionals. Every year dozens of artists 
and student artists volunteer their time to create a production with full orchestra, 
costumes, sets, and lighting. The operas are performed in their original language, with 
English supertitles projected in front of the stage. The Lowell dining hall is transformed 
into a magnificent yet intimate performance venue that allows audience members to see 
opera up close.  
 
Lowell House Opera offers educational opportunities on many levels and is dedicated 
towards developing professional skills on many fronts. Experienced directors and 
production staff direct workshops and individual coaching to enhance performance skills. 
Singers are able to learn and perform their roles in their original language, and explore 
the literary basis and historical context for the work. For undergraduates in particular, it 
offers a unique opportunity to work with and create contacts with more experienced 
artists who have made or have begun to make opera and theater their life's work.  
 
Lowell House Opera is seen by audience members from throughout the Boston area, over 
1500 people each season, and is critically acclaimed as Harvard University’s flagship 
annual opera. 
 
About the Fellowship: The Pechet Student Opera Production Fellowship was created in 
2012. This Fellowship is named in honor of Dr. Maurice Pechet, a long-time member of 
the Lowell House Senior Common Room and supporter of the Lowell House Opera.  


